
St. Lawrence Catholic Parish 
(St. Lawrence; St. Thomas; St. Paschal) 

2400 FM 2401, Garden City, TX 79739 
Ph.: (432) 397-2300; Fax: (432) 397-2319 

Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org; Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph. P. Thumma 
Deacons: Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 

Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 12 pm 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English 
                6:30 pm - Spanish 

(Both Masses at St. Lawrence) 
Sunday: 8:00 am - English (Midkiff) 

 10:00 am and - English (St. Lawrence) 
12:30 pm - English (Sterling City) 

Weekday Schedule 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:00 am (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 7:00 am (St. Lawrence) 
Thursday: 7:00 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 8:00 am (St. Thomas) 

Holy Days to be announced. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 

(St. Lawrence) 
9:00 am - 10 am (St. Thomas) 

Sacramental Life 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - 4:00 to 4:55 pm (St. Lawrence) 

Sunday - 7:30 - 7:55 am (St. Thomas) 
15 minutes before weekday Mass 

or by appointment 

Baptism 
Contact the parish office. 

Marriage 
Contact the Pastor at least six months prior 

to the intended date of marriage.  

Sick and Homebound 
Contact Linda Jones or parish office to 
receive a visit from a Minister of Care. 



Welcome Guests and Visitors...We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving 
for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the heal-
ing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church 
is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 

If anyone is the prophet of the punch line, it is Amos. He travels up from the south to preach to the 
people of the northern kingdom of Israel and he pulls no punches. “Woe to the complacent,” he be-
gins, and then in a quick series of brush strokes lets them know how God sees them: lying upon their 
beds, stretched out on their couches, eating their tender lamb and calves, drinking fine wine while the 
music plays and they anoint themselves with the best oils. Then the punch line—they shall be the first 
to go into exile. The party is over! 

In a similar vein Jesus paints a portrait of “Richman”—tradition has named him Dives (Latin for “rich 
man”)—dressed in the best, eating the best, insulated in his own little world, while at his door Lazarus 
lies starving, with only dogs coming to lick his sores. It is a scene of total indifference to the plight of 
the poor. God’s response is clear. The wheel will turn. And when it does, so shall Lazarus and Rich-
man. What was a gap between them becomes a chasm. 

The Letter to Timothy today contains advice from a mentor to his beloved child in the faith. It offers a 
profile of how the baptized person is to live. It’s a shame that the reading does not begin earlier (1 
Timothy 6:9–10) and end later (6:17–19), because these verses directly warn about the dangers of 
money, offering advice for the wealthy so that they may “lay hold of eternal life” (6:12).  

—James A. Wallace, C.SS.R. 
Copyright © 2022, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Living Stewardship Now  

Jesus became poor so that we might be rich in the grace and wisdom of the Lord. 
We can pray and meditate on the responsorial psalm for this week: 

“Blessed is he who keeps faith forever, secures justice for the oppressed, gives food to the hungry. 
The LORD sets captives free.” (Psalm 146:7) 

Copyright © 2022, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

SEEK VIRTUE 

In today’s first reading, Amos condemns a self-absorbed people 
and their morally corrupt behavior and attitudes, which he warns 
will bring devastation. In the Gospel, the wealthy man is not given 
a name; he is simply the epitome of greed and irresponsibility. His 
lack of caring has created a gulf between him and the beggar Laza-
rus that not even Abraham can bridge. 

In his letter to Timothy Paul exhorts this leader to seek virtues 
such as integrity, faith, and steadfastness with great gentleness. 
Paul also asks Timothy to keep in mind the future life with God 
who “dwells in unapproachable light.” This is the blessedness of 
all those who, like Lazarus, were once poor but who are now rich. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 
Keep the commandment without stain or reproach until 

the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

— 1 Timothy 6:14 



 
 
 
 

Saturday, Sept. 24 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Barry Hirt by David & Belinda Weishuhn 
6:30 pm:  +Larry Hays by Kevin & Linda Hirt 
     (In Spanish) 

Sunday, Sept. 25 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                                
8:00 am: + Hubert Frerich by Gary & Janice Durham 
10:00 am: + Lester Jansa by Rose Schwartz 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

Monday, Sept. 26 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: +George Halfmann by George & Doris   
      Schwartz 

Tuesday, Sept. 27 (St. Lawrence)  
8:00 am + Chico Denis by Rory & Tibby Niehues 

Wednesday, Sept. 28 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am + Hubert Lange by Leon & JoAnn Halfmann 
6:00 pm + Louis Kadlacek by Rose Schwartz 
     (In Engkish)     

Thursday, Sept. 29 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)               
7:00 am: + Eugenia Lange by Eugene & Marilee Jost 
8:00 am:+ Francis Herring by Sheryl Wilson 

Friday, Sept. 30 (St. Lawrence)                                                                                                                             
7:00 am + Tracy Grimes by James & Kay Donna   
      Machicek 

Saturday, Oct. 1 (St. Lawrence)                                               
4:00 pm: For a Successful Fall Festival 

Sunday, Oct. 2 (St. Lawrence)  
9:00 am: + Mary Ann Pelzel  
        by Wendell & Linda Jones 
 
 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

Over the past century, a desire to recover a deep sense 
of unity among all believers in Christ has grown. The 
“ecumenical movement” (from the Greek word mean-
ing the “the whole inhabited world”) began among 
Protestant Christians, but was given great energy in 
1920 with a letter from the Orthodox Patriarch of 
Constantinople, calling for closer dialogue and coop-
eration among Christians. In 1960, Pope John XXIII 
invited Protestant and Orthodox observers to the Sec-
ond Vatican Council. In 1964, the Council’s Decree 
on Ecumenism named these Christians “separated 
brethren,” a huge leap forward from the time of label-
ing them as “outside the Church.” A year later, a new 
pope, Paul VI, and the Orthodox Patriarch officially 
nullified the condemnations that walled off East from 
West for nine hundred years.  

The pace and optimism of the 1960s has sadly 
waned, and the signs of progress toward unity are 
few; yet there are wider agreements on sharing Com-
munion among various Christian denominations, and 
among Protestants agreements regarding sharing of 
ecclesiastical life and ministry. Among the success 
stories of the ecumenical movement are greater coop-
eration among Christian clergy, a similar Lectionary 
for Protestants and Catholics, and even experiments in 
the monastic life and common worship.  

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 

Desde el siglo XVII, el 2 de octubre la Iglesia ha 
celebrado la conmemoración de los Santos Ángeles 
Custodios. Muchos de nosotros conocemos la imagen 
de un niñito y su hermanita caminando por un puente 
tembloroso y podrido. Sobre ellos está en vigilante 
una bella criatura halada, su ángel protector. Esta ima-
gen de seres con alas es una que los cristianos toma-
mos de los paganos romanos y griegos, ya que bíbli-
camente hablando la mayor parte de los ángeles no 
tienen alas.  

Últimamente los ángeles se han puesto de moda entre 
los no cristianos, pero no debemos dejarnos llevar por sus 
doctrinas “new age”. Muchos de ellos buscan poner a 
los ángeles a su propio servicio pidiéndoles dinero, su 
pareja y otras cosas. Los ángeles no existen para enri-
quecernos. Más bien hay que saber que los ángeles 
están para glorificar y servir a Dios y cuidar a los hu-
manos marginados. Jesús mismo nos dice que hay que 
cuidarnos de despreciar a los pequeños (gente pobre y 
oprimida) “porque les aseguro que sus ángeles en el 
cielo están constantemente en presencia de mi Padre 
celestial” (Mateo 18:10-11).  

      — Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Parish Office: 432-397-2300 

Bulletin Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 
Face Book Page: St. Lawrence Catholic Church   
Hall Booking: Travis Gully  432-425-4905 
For Funeral Needs: In the event of a death in the 
family, please contact Fr. Prem @ 432-397-2300. 

Pope’s Prayer Intension For September 

Abolition of the Death Penalty 

We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the dig-
nity of the human person, may be legally abolished in 
every country  

mailto:stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org
http://www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com


 26th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

What was the rich 
man's sin in this 
Sunday’s Gospel sto-
ry? What tormented 
him after he died? 
Being wealthy is not 
sinful; what tortured 
his soul was his de-
cision to not share 
his wealth with Laz-
arus while he had 
the opportunity.  

Death is not a clos-
ing of life; it's the 
opening up of our 
souls so we become 
fully alive in God's 
love. Death awakens 
us to the full reality 
of who God is and 
all the gifts he has 
given us and how 
well –or how poorly 
– we've invested 
those gifts. Whenev-
er we share the gifts 
that we've received, 
we're investing in 
God's kingdom. In 
God's economy, our 
investments always 
pay off very well. We 

receive more than we giveaway so that we can 
share even more! 

In contrast, when we protect and keep some-
thing for ourselves, we lose it like a flower 
that's "protected" in a dark box. The flower 
wilts. It cannot grow. Everything we try to pro-
tect ends up useless or even poisonous: We 
stagnate spiritually as well as emotionally. The 
gift rots. Our selfishness destroys our union 
with God who is the Master of Generosity.  

Every day, we're given 
opportunities to share 
something – some 
blessing from God – 
with others. Perhaps 
the rich man in the 
parable turned away 
from Lazarus because 
of the poor man’s dis-
ease. He was probably 
a leper and highly 
contagious.  

Do we share less be-
cause we feel disgust 
toward those who 
need what we have? 
Or maybe fear holds 
us back. Or resent-

ment. To be united to God and experience ever-
lasting joy, we cannot live in this state. We have 
to let love motivate us. Love has no limits; it's 
always generous.  

In the second reading, we hear: "Compete well 
for the faith." Against whom do we compete? 
Ourselves! Are you holier today? Are you spirit-
ually stronger because you've worked hard at 
becoming more loving and generous?  

Reflect & Discuss:  

1. Bring to mind someone you find disgusting. 
How generous are you toward him or her? If 
you've missed an opportunity to share a bless-
ing with this person, the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation will give you strength, through special 
grace, to overcome this sin. 

2. Give examples of times when people turn 
away from opportunities to be generous. Ex-
plain reasons why this happens. 

3. How have you personally been a Lazarus who 
was denied what you needed because of preju-
dice? What did you learn from that which 
changed your own attitudes about generosity? 

Amos 6:1a, 4-7  
Ps 146:(1b) 7-10  

1 Timothy 6:11-16  
Luke 16:19-31  

Monday Sep. 26  
Job 1:6-22  

Ps 17:1b-3,6-7  
Luke 9:46-50  

Tuesday Sep. 27  
St. Vincent de Paul  
Job 3:1-3,11-17,20-23  

Ps 88:2-8  
Luke 9:51-56  

Wednesday Sep. 28  
Job 9:1-12,14-16  

Ps 88:10b-15  
Luke 9:57-62  

Thursday Sep. 29  
Archangels Michael,  

Gabriel & Raphael  
Daniel 7:9-10,13-14  

or Revelation 12:7-12a  
Ps 138:1-5  

John 1:47-51  

Friday Sep. 30  
St. Jerome  

Job 38:1,12-21; 40:3-5  
Ps 139:1-3,7-10,13-14b  

Luke 10:13-16  

Saturday Oct. 1  
St. Therese of Lisieux  

Job 42:1-3,5-6,12-17  
Ps 119:66,71,75,91,125,130  

Luke 10:17-24 

 © 2022 by Terry Modica ▪ Catholic Digital Resources: catholicdr.com ▪ Reprinted by license. 



Vocation Cross/Chalice 

Pray for  Seminarians,  Bishops, Priests, Deacons &            
all religious. also pray for more vocations to the 
priesthood, religious life.     

September 25 
St. Lawrence –Brad Easterling Family 
St. Thomas –  Richard & Dinette Watkins 

October 2 
St. Lawrence– Rory & Tibby Niehues 
St. Thomas– Randy Braden Family 

September Worklist   

Pete & Alejandra Talamantes- CH                                    
Brandon & Laura Dieringer, Dennis & Dee           
Matthiesen, Leo & Alma Romero, Dennis & Barbara 
Fuchs, Cody & Stephanie Wilson, Jorge & Christina 
Espinoza, Cole &  Emilee Schwartz , Mike & Denise 
Batla, Juan & Maria Salazar, Peyton & Macayla 
Schaefer, Lane & Jamie Halfmann, Juan & Selena 
Bustos, Scott & Andrea Hillger Alan Dierschke, Larry 
& Kathy Wheat 

Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries 

St. Lawrence  

Birthdays: Jessica Olveda, Belinda Weishuhn, Caleb 
Easterling, Mark Halfmann, Nicole Womack, Joyce Half-
mann, David Weishuhn, Carla Braden, Jonathan Gutierrez, 
and Wayne Hirt 

Anniversaries: Ismael & Norma Olveda, Carey & Renee 
Niehues and Ernie & Debra Schwartz 

St. Thomas  

Birthdays: Fernando Arriozola, Kelly Marshall and              
Helen Marshall 

Anniversaries: None 

St. Lawrence Church Ministries 

Saturday, October 1                         
 Sacristan: Chris Matschek  
 Readers: Volunteers           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

Sunday, October 2     
 Sacristan: Volunteer     
 Readers: Volunteers                                          
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers  

Festival News 

If you would like to make a cash donation for festival 
meat, please do so to one of the following PC officers: 

Brandon Dieringer, Travis Gully, Shawn Hartle, 
Wayne Davis, Russ Eggemeyer or Mitchell Jansa. 

Fall Festival Cleanup of the church buildings and 
grounds will be Tuesday September 27th at 9:00 am. 

Cake domes are in the back of church, please pick 
them up. 

The 2022 Fall Festival Worklist is in back of church. 
Please pick one up. 

PRACTICAR LA VIRTUD 

En la primera lectura de 
hoy, Amós condena la 
corrupta moralidad en el 
comportamiento y la acti-
tud de un pueblo que no 
se preocupa sino por su 
bienestar y les previene 
que les traerá devastación. 
En el Evangelio, el hom-
bre rico ni siquiera tiene 

un nombre, es simplemente la personificación de la 
avaricia y la irresponsabilidad. Su falta de caridad ha 
creado un abismo entre él y el mendigo Lázaro que ni 
Abraham puede cerrar. En su carta a Timoteo, un 
joven obispo en la pequeña comunidad formada 
después de la Resurrección en Éfeso, Pablo exhorta a 
este dirigente a practicar virtudes como integridad, fe 
y constancia con gran bondad. Pablo también pide a 
Timoteo que conserve en su mente la vida futura con 
Dios que “vive en la luz inaccesible”. Esta es la 
bienaventuranza de todos aquellos que, como Lázaro, 
fueron una vez pobres pero ahora son ricos.  

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Parish book study -- Monday, September 26 at 

6pm.  We will discuss up to page 110 of  

"The Alchemist". 

See you at St. Lawrence. 

KC News     

 Knights of Columbus will meet on Wednesday,   Sep-
tember 28 at 7:30 pm. 

Our Lady of Fatima 
 

 September 29, marks the 20th        
ANNIVERSARY of our families    

taking the Fatima statue home from 
Mass and praying the rosary together! 

Thank you to all our families partici-
pating in this beautiful devotion. 

 
Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us! 



… continued from last week 

He was gravely disturbed when he 
came into my room, and he sig-
nalled the nurse and sister to 
leave.  

"Father," he said, "I am on one of 
the saddest missions of my priestly 
career."  

"Nothing looks sad when you're as 
close to home as I am," I protested. 
"I know I am going to die."  

"Possibly that explains the Providence of God in 
the news I bear to you. You have been a most devoted 
son."  

"How could I help that, Bishop," I protested. "You 
know how wonderful my parents are. How could I be oth-
erwise? My only regret in dying is the sorrow I must bring 
them."  

"God has His way of looking after such things, 
Father. And you trust Him I am sure."  

"Absolutely."  

"He has seen fit to summon your mother to His 
eternal embrace."  

For a moment my heart stopped beating. The Bish-
op arose in alarm as if to summon the nurse.  

"Please be seated, Your Excellency," I managed to 
tell him. "My ears are good even though my heart is sick. 
Let me think a minute."  

I had always taken hard blows well and easy trials 
impatiently.  

"She was here two days ago. How could she die?"  

"Maybe like another Woman who stood beneath a 
Cross she shared so keenly your sorrows."  

"Sorrows? I have none. Suffering? Yes, I do suf-
fer. But I had hoped she would be here to console my fa-
ther after I am gone."  

"I have watched you for years," continued the 
Bishop, "and if I may dare intrude my opinion into the 
judgment of God, He just didn't want you to leave your 
mother behind as He left His. So He took her to prepare a 
place for you." 

“And what about my father? How is he standing 
this - this loss?"  

“I can't answer that question right now."  

"But a priest ought to say his own mother's funeral 
Mass - and I can't even be there."  

"My priests are my sons. I am asking from you the 
privilege of saying, in your place, that Mass. Then I shall 
bring your father back with me."  

“Bishop, you are too kind. But now – God has to 
spare me a few days longer to help my father."  

The rest of the day I spent in prayer. Word went 
through the hospital and the chalice of suffering was in-
deed lightened by Mass cards, spiritual bouquets, and the 
fatherly attendance of this wonderful old hospital chaplain, 
Father Ralph.  

I know I shall not sleep tonight. Holy Mother of 
God, help me to say my rosary all night long. Keep my 
vigil at my mother's coffin.  

My father is here for a few days. The Bishop 
brought him.  

“You asked me a question I couldn't answer," the 
Bishop said after my father had embraced me and wept at 
my bedside. “Your father is the finest example of faith I 
have met anywhere."  

"It was God's will, son," my father said. "She 
loved you so much she couldn't bear the loss of you.” 

"But she is not losing me," I protested. "My con-
cern has been for you."  

"That too is God's way," he said bravely, "and I'm 
not questioning it. It won't be too long before we're togeth-
er again, son – and this time there'll be no goodbye."  

"How did she die?" "In my arms. She had some 
pains, but she smiled and her last words were, ‘Tell Father 
Joe I’ll be anxious to see him.' "  

God, am I an unnatural son? I have shed no tears 
over my mother's death. Only the human grief of my father 
stirs my soul. Half dead and half alive. I seem to be the 
bridge between them. Thy will be done.  

… July 24; 9 a.m. 

Last night, over my protest, Dr. McNamee gave 
me a dose of morphine. A strong dose. "The king of pain 
killers!" To me, it is cowardice; but I am obeying doctor's 
orders.  

Then I had a strange, strange dream.  
I was standing, a spectator, at the portals of death. 

A stranger in a foreign land. To my horror, most people 
backed through the gates. Some shouted and screamed as 
if falling into an abyss. A few, very few, walked with chins 
up, arms outstretched, and a smile on their faces. Among 
these was my mother. Many a time I saw her come into the 
door of our little home with that smile. I almost expected 
her to say: "Son, I'm home."  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
\ 
 
 

               … To be continued next week 

The Priestly Heart 
The last Chapter in the Life of an Old-Young Priest 

By The Right Reverend Maurice S. Sheehy 



 
 

My son goes to CCD. Why does he have to go to Mass? 

Dear Father: For two years I have sent my son, 
now in second grade, to CCD classes on Wednes-
day evenings. This has been a real struggle because 
of his other activities. Now I’m told that he’s ex-
pected to go to Mass as well. I don’t understand all 
these extra requirements. He knows some prayers 
and is attending classes. Why does the Church 
make it so hard to get First Communion? 

I appreciate your good efforts to prepare your son for First 
Communion and sympathize with your frustration, which 
many parents experience. Let’s begin by clarifying what 
First Communion really is. In our society, we often obtain 
things by fulfilling clearly-defined requirements. For ex-
ample, most states require driver’s education in order to 
receive a license. In scouting, a young person must com-
plete specific tasks to receive a merit badge. 

Because this practice of linking requirements with 
“markers of achievement” like diplomas and licenses is so 
common, we tend to extend it to the sacraments. As a re-
sult, some parents — and children — believe that First 
Communion is a public reward for mastering a set of reli-
gious facts. This, however, completely misses the true 
meaning of First Communion: the reception of the Eucha-
rist by a child marks the beginning of a new phase in the 
child’s relationship with the living Christ. First Commun-
ion, then, is not primarily about knowledge but continuous 
personal experience. 

Perhaps the examination of two terms — religious educa-
tion and faith formation — will help us here. Some well-
meaning people seek only religious education for their chil-
dren, nothing else. Consider the common but obsolete term 
CCD, which means Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. 
Note the emphasis on “Christian Doctrine.” 

In the past, the Church made a great effort to pass on reli-
gious knowledge about doctrine, ritual, and moral norms. A 
person could acquire a huge amount of religious 
knowledge but not have faith at all. 

That’s why professors of religious studies need not believe 
in God: they simply study the “data” of religion without 
reference to their own personal relationship with God. Re-
ligion and faith are not the same. 

For sure, religious knowledge is very important, but the 
real purpose of preparation for First Communion is to fos-
ter the faith of the child who will experience the Lord in 
and through the Eucharist continuously. 

Consider the educational “style” of Jesus himself. He im-
parted very little religious information to the people he en-
countered. Instead, he invited people into a personal rela-
tionship with himself. 

This brings us to the notion of “faith formation.” Whereas 
religious education touches the mind of a child, faith for-
mation attempts to shape the whole person. Moreover, reli-
gious education occupies a specific block of time, usually 
during the school year, especially in preparation of First 
Communion and Confirmation. Faith formation, however, 
should continue forever. 

Allow me to use an analogy here. Let’s say that you want 
your son to become a pitcher for a major league baseball 
team. You could drill him in the rules of baseball, have him 
read the biographies of Ty Cobb, Babe Ruth, Cal Ripken, 
and other great players, and take him to an occasional 
game at the local school. Perhaps your efforts would foster 
an interest in baseball in your son, but if he never held a 
bat, wore a mitt, or tried to throw a curve ball he would 
never become a baseball player. You would have provided 
him with lots of education but no formation. 

As to preparation for First Communion, a child needs the 
continuous experience of actual worship, not just an occa-
sional class about the Eucharist. This, of course, must be 
done by parents, no one else. 

Parents who regularly partake of the Eucharist in the pres-
ence of their children powerfully witness to the truth that 
the Eucharist is the Body and Blood of the Lord. Through 
their constant example, parents “form” their children in 
faith and make Church doctrine believable. Without exam-
ple, faith can wither away and the doctrine, though perhaps 
known perfectly, is never really believable. 

Because you have taken the trouble to prepare your son for 
First Communion, I trust that you want him to learn to 
“play ball,” not to be a spectator in the bleachers. Likewise, 
Jesus came to form of a team of life lifetime players, not 
occasional fans. 




